
Blind Man's Journey to Climb Farther Than
the Eye Can See
Erik Weihenmayer was born with retinitis pigmentosa, a rare genetic
disFree Download that causes blindness. By the age of 13, he was
completely blind.
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But Erik didn't let his blindness define him. He went on to become a world-
renowned climber, and in 2001, he became the first blind person to summit
Mount Everest.

Erik's story is an inspiration to everyone who faces challenges in life. It
shows us that anything is possible if we set our minds to it.
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Erik Weihenmayer was born in 1968 in Allentown, Pennsylvania. He was
born with retinitis pigmentosa, a rare genetic disFree Download that causes
blindness. By the age of 13, he was completely blind.

Erik's parents were supportive of his dreams, and they encouraged him to
pursue his interests. He started climbing at the age of 15, and he quickly
realized that he had a natural talent for it.

Climbing Career

Erik Weihenmayer's climbing career began in the early 1990s. He quickly
became one of the world's leading climbers, and he was known for his
daring ascents of some of the world's most challenging mountains.

In 2001, Erik became the first blind person to summit Mount Everest. This
was a major accomplishment, and it inspired people all over the world.

Erik has continued to climb mountains ever since. He has summitted some
of the world's highest peaks, including K2, Makalu, and Lhotse.

Personal Life

Erik Weihenmayer is married to Emily Harnden. They have two children,
Maya and Erik Jr.

Erik is also a motivational speaker. He speaks to audiences all over the
world about his experiences as a blind climber. He inspires people to
overcome their own challenges and to achieve their dreams.

Legacy



Erik Weihenmayer is a role model for people all over the world. He has
shown us that anything is possible if we set our minds to it.

Erik's story is an inspiration to everyone who faces challenges in life. It
shows us that we can overcome anything if we have the courage to try.

Awards and Honors

Erik Weihenmayer has received numerous awards and honors for his
accomplishments as a climber and a motivational speaker. These include:

The National Geographic Adventurer of the Year Award (2002)

The ESPY Award for Best Male Athlete with a Disability (2002)

The Laureus World Sports Award for Sportsperson of the Year with a
Disability (2003)

The Presidential Medal of Freedom (2012)

Books

Erik Weihenmayer has written several books about his experiences as a
blind climber. These include:

Touch the Top of the World: A Blind Man's Journey to Climb Farther
Than the Eye Can See (2002)

The Adversity Advantage: Turning Obstacles into Opportunities (2014)

No Barriers: A Blind Man's Journey to Kayak the Grand Canyon (2017)

Erik Weihenmayer is an inspiration to everyone who faces challenges in
life. His story shows us that anything is possible if we set our minds to it.



Erik's story is a reminder that we all have the potential to achieve great
things. We just have to believe in ourselves and never give up on our
dreams.
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