
Canoeing With The Cree: A 75th Anniversary
Celebration of a Wilderness Classic

For 75 years, Eric Sevareid's Canoeing With The Cree has captivated
readers with its vivid portrayal of a canoe journey through the remote and
pristine wilderness of northern Canada. First published in 1949, the book
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has become a beloved classic, inspiring generations of paddlers and nature
enthusiasts alike.

To celebrate the 75th anniversary of this literary masterpiece, we delve into
the history and impact of Canoeing With The Cree, exploring its enduring
legacy and the ways in which it continues to inspire and inform our
understanding of the wilderness and our place within it.
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A Journey into the Heart of the Wilderness

In the summer of 1948, Eric Sevareid, a renowned CBS news
correspondent, embarked on a 1,000-mile canoe journey through the vast
northern wilderness of Canada. Guided by Cree trappers and guides,
Sevareid paddled through pristine lakes, navigated treacherous rapids, and
encountered a diverse array of wildlife.

Canoeing With The Cree is a captivating account of this extraordinary
journey. Sevareid's vivid prose transports readers to the heart of the
wilderness, capturing the beauty and solitude of the landscape, the
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challenges and triumphs of canoe travel, and the profound encounters with
Cree culture.

A Window into Cree Life

Beyond its stunning portrayal of the wilderness, Canoeing With The Cree is
also an invaluable record of Cree life and traditions. Sevareid spent
considerable time with his Cree guides, learning about their hunting and
trapping techniques, their spiritual beliefs, and their deep connection to the
land.

Through Sevareid's writing, readers gain a glimpse into the richness and
complexity of Cree culture. The book provides a unique perspective on the
challenges and triumphs faced by indigenous communities in the mid-20th
century, fostering a greater understanding of their resilience and cultural
heritage.

A Timeless Classic

In the 75 years since its publication, Canoeing With The Cree has become
a timeless classic, beloved by readers of all ages and backgrounds. Its
enduring popularity can be attributed to several key factors:

- Vivid Writing: Sevareid's writing is both lyrical and evocative, immersing
readers in the beauty and challenges of the wilderness.

- Authenticity: The book is a genuine account of a real journey, providing
an unparalleled glimpse into the lives of Cree people and the untamed
wilderness they inhabit.



- Relevance: The themes explored in Canoeing With The Cree—
wilderness conservation, cultural preservation, and the search for meaning
—remain relevant and resonate with readers today.

A Legacy of Inspiration

Canoeing With The Cree has had a profound impact on wilderness
literature and paddling culture. It inspired countless individuals to embark
on their own canoe journeys, fostering a greater appreciation for the natural
world.

The book has also played a significant role in raising awareness about the
importance of wilderness conservation. Sevareid's writings helped shape
public opinion and contributed to the creation of protected areas in northern
Canada.

Moreover, Canoeing With The Cree has fostered a better understanding of
Cree culture and indigenous rights. It has served as a bridge between
indigenous and non-indigenous communities, promoting cultural dialogue
and reconciliation.

A 75th Anniversary Celebration

To celebrate the 75th anniversary of Canoeing With The Cree, a special
edition of the book has been released. This commemorative edition
features a newly written by renowned author and wilderness advocate Bill
McKibben, providing fresh insights into the book's historical and cultural
significance.

The 75th anniversary edition also includes rare photographs and archival
materials, offering readers a deeper understanding of Sevareid's journey



and the context in which it took place.

Canoeing With The Cree is a literary masterpiece that has stood the test of
time. Its vivid portrayal of the wilderness, its insights into Cree culture, and
its enduring themes of conservation and human connection continue to
inspire and enchant readers of all ages.

As we celebrate the 75th anniversary of this beloved classic, let us reflect
on the profound impact it has had on wilderness literature, paddling culture,
and our understanding of the natural world. May Canoeing With The Cree
continue to inspire future generations to explore the wilderness, embrace
cultural diversity, and advocate for the protection of our precious planet.
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Senator Leahy: A Life in Scenes
Senator Patrick Leahy's memoir, A Life in Scenes, is a deeply personal
and moving account of his life and career. The book is full of vivid...
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