
Lesson Before Dying Novel: An Unforgettable
Tale of Redemption and Humanity
Ernest J. Gaines's Lesson Before Dying is an unforgettable novel about a
black man who is unjustly sentenced to death and the young black teacher
who is assigned to prepare him for his execution. This powerful and moving
story explores themes of racism, injustice, and redemption.
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The Story

Jefferson is a young black man who is wrongly accused of murdering a
white man. He is sentenced to death, and his family hires Grant Wiggins, a
young black teacher, to prepare him for his execution.
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Grant is initially reluctant to take on the job, but he eventually agrees. He
visits Jefferson in prison and begins to learn about his life and his family. As
he gets to know Jefferson, Grant comes to believe that he is innocent. He
begins to fight for Jefferson's freedom, but it is an uphill battle.

The novel follows Grant and Jefferson as they navigate the complexities of
racism and injustice in the American South. Grant must confront his own
prejudices and fears, while Jefferson must find a way to maintain his dignity
in the face of death.

The Characters

Jefferson is a young black man who is unjustly sentenced to death.
He is a kind and gentle man who is loved by his family and friends. He
maintains his dignity and grace even in the face of death.

Grant Wiggins is a young black teacher who is assigned to prepare
Jefferson for his execution. He is initially reluctant to take on the job,
but he eventually comes to believe that Jefferson is innocent. He fights
for Jefferson's freedom, but it is an uphill battle.

Miss Emma is Jefferson's mother. She is a strong and resilient woman
who loves her son unconditionally. She is determined to see Jefferson
get justice, even if it means sacrificing her own life.

Emmett Watson is the white man who Jefferson is accused of
murdering. He is a wealthy and powerful man who is used to getting
his way. He is determined to see Jefferson die, no matter what the
cost.

The Themes



Lesson Before Dying explores a number of important themes, including:

Racism: The novel is set in the American South during the Jim Crow
era. Racism is a pervasive force in the society, and it affects all of the
characters in the novel.

Injustice: Jefferson is unjustly sentenced to death. This is a clear
example of the injustice that black people faced in the American South.

Redemption: Grant Wiggins goes through a journey of redemption as
he comes to terms with his own prejudices and fears. He learns to
stand up for what is right, even when it is difficult.

Dignity: Jefferson maintains his dignity and grace even in the face of
death. This is a testament to the power of the human spirit.

The Impact

Lesson Before Dying has had a profound impact on readers around the
world. The novel has been praised for its powerful storytelling, its complex
characters, and its exploration of important social issues.

The novel has been adapted into a film, a play, and an opera. It has also
been taught in schools and universities around the world.

Lesson Before Dying is a classic work of American literature. It is a
powerful and moving story that will stay with you long after you finish
reading it.

Free Download Your Copy Today

Lesson Before Dying is available in paperback, hardcover, and e-book
formats. You can Free Download your copy today from Our Book Library,



Barnes & Noble, or your local bookstore.
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