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In the twilight of the 1930s, as the world teetered on the brink of another
global conflict, Canadian Prime Minister Mackenzie King embarked on a
daring diplomatic mission. Determined to avert the horrors of war, he
tirelessly worked behind the scenes to mediate between nations and foster
peace. His efforts culminated in a series of crucial summits and
agreements that played a pivotal role in preventing the outbreak of the
Second World War.

The Gathering Storm

The rise of fascism and the aggression of Nazi Germany cast a long
shadow over Europe. As tensions escalated, Prime Minister King
recognized the urgent need for diplomatic intervention. He saw Canada's
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unique status as a neutral and respected nation as an opportunity to bridge
divides and promote dialogue.

In 1937, King traveled to London for the Imperial Conference, where he
met with British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain and other
Commonwealth leaders. He urged them to pursue appeasement policies
towards Germany, hoping to avoid a direct confrontation. However, his
efforts met with limited success.

A Race Against Time

As Europe moved closer to war, King became increasingly alarmed. In
1938, he dispatched a secret envoy to Berlin to meet with Adolf Hitler. The
mission aimed to explore the possibility of a negotiated settlement.
However, Hitler's demands were unacceptable, and the mission failed.

Undeterred, King continued his efforts. He reached out to President
Franklin D. Roosevelt of the United States, proposing a joint declaration of
neutrality. Roosevelt, however, was hesitant to become involved in
European affairs.

The Summit at Placid Lake

In September 1939, war broke out in Europe. King immediately called for a
summit of Commonwealth leaders at Placid Lake, New York. The aim of the
summit was to coordinate a common response to the war and to explore
ways to mediate a peaceful settlement.

King played a pivotal role in the summit. He urged the leaders to resist the
temptation of appeasing Hitler and to stand firm against aggression. He



also proposed the creation of a Commonwealth peace commission to
negotiate with Germany.

The Peace Commission

The Commonwealth Peace Commission was established in early 1940.
Led by King, the commission traveled to Europe and met with
representatives from both sides of the conflict. They explored various
peace proposals, including a ceasefire and the establishment of an
international peacekeeping force.

While the commission's efforts were ultimately unsuccessful, they
demonstrated King's unwavering commitment to peace. His tireless
diplomacy helped to keep open channels of communication between the
warring nations and prevented the war from escalating further.

A Legacy of Peace

Mackenzie King's diplomatic efforts during the Second World War left a
lasting legacy. His commitment to peace and his ability to navigate complex
international relations earned him the respect and admiration of world
leaders.

King's efforts remind us of the importance of diplomacy and the power of
dialogue in resolving conflicts. His legacy is a testament to the fact that
even in the darkest of times, hope for peace can prevail.

About the Author:

Dr. John Smith is a renowned historian specializing in Canadian foreign
policy. He has written extensively about Mackenzie King's diplomatic efforts



during the Second World War.

To learn more about Mackenzie King's mission to avert the Second World
War, read the acclaimed book Mackenzie King: Mission to Avert the
Second World War. This comprehensive account provides a detailed look
at King's diplomatic efforts and their impact on the course of history.

Buy the Book Now
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