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Martin Luther King Jr. and Abraham Joshua Heschel were two of the most
influential leaders of the Civil Rights Movement. King, a Baptist minister,
was known for his powerful oratory and his commitment to nonviolent
resistance. Heschel, a rabbi, was a leading advocate for social justice and
interfaith dialogue.

King and Heschel first met in 1963, at a meeting of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference (SCLC). King was immediately impressed by
Heschel's passion for justice and his willingness to speak out against
racism. Heschel, in turn, was inspired by King's leadership and his
commitment to nonviolence.

King and Heschel quickly became close friends and allies. They worked
together on a number of projects, including the March on Washington for
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Jobs and Freedom and the Selma to Montgomery marches. Heschel was
also a key advisor to King during the final years of his life.

King and Heschel's friendship and collaboration was a powerful force for
good in the world. They helped to inspire a generation of activists to fight
for justice and equality. Their legacy continues to inspire us today.

The March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom

The March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom was a pivotal event in the
Civil Rights Movement. The march, which took place on August 28, 1963,
brought together more than 200,000 people from all over the country. The
marchers demanded an end to discrimination and segregation, and they
called for the passage of civil rights legislation.

King delivered his famous "I Have a Dream" speech at the march. In his
speech, King called for an end to racial injustice and for the creation of a
more just and equitable society. Heschel also spoke at the march, and he
called on the nation to repent for its sins of racism.

The March on Washington was a major turning point in the Civil Rights
Movement. The march helped to raise awareness of the plight of African
Americans and it put pressure on Congress to pass civil rights legislation.
The Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965 were both
passed in the aftermath of the march.

The Selma to Montgomery Marches

The Selma to Montgomery marches were a series of three marches that
took place in Alabama in 1965. The marches were organized by the SCLC



and they were led by King. The marches were designed to protest the
disenfranchisement of African American voters in Alabama.

The marches were met with violence from local law enforcement and white
supremacists. On March 7, 1965, a group of marchers were attacked by
state troopers on the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma. The attack, which
became known as "Bloody Sunday," was a turning point in the Civil Rights
Movement. The violence against the marchers shocked the nation and it
helped to galvanize support for the passage of the Voting Rights Act of
1965.

King and Heschel were both arrested during the Selma to Montgomery
marches. Heschel was also beaten by state troopers. Despite the violence,
the marches were a success. They helped to raise awareness of the
problem of voter suppression in Alabama and they helped to lead to the
passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

King's Assassination

King was assassinated on April 4, 1968, in Memphis, Tennessee. He was
shot by James Earl Ray, a white supremacist. King's assassination was a
devastating blow to the Civil Rights Movement. Heschel was deeply
saddened by King's death, and he called him "a prophet of our time."

King's assassination led to a wave of riots in cities across the country.
However, it also led to a renewed commitment to the Civil Rights
Movement. Heschel continued to work for justice and equality until his
death in 1972.

Legacy



King and Heschel were two of the most important leaders of the Civil Rights
Movement. Their work helped to bring about major changes in American
society. They inspired a generation of activists to fight for justice and
equality, and their legacy continues to inspire us today.

There are many ways to honor the legacy of King and Heschel. We can
learn about their lives and their work. We can support organizations that
are working to promote justice and equality. And we can work to create a
more just and equitable world for all.

Further Reading

The Martin Luther King Jr. Research and Education Institute

The Abraham Joshua Heschel Center for Interfaith and Intercultural
Dialogue

The Southern Poverty Law Center

The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
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