
The Extraordinary Story of Margaret Werner:
The Only American Woman to Survive
The Woman Who Defied the Odds

Margaret Werner was born in 1918, a time when women were expected to
conform to societal norms. But Werner was different. She was a strong-
willed and adventurous woman who refused to be bound by the limitations
of her time.

In 1943, Werner joined the Women's Army Corps (WAC) and was deployed
to the Pacific theater during World War II. She served as a cryptographer,
decoding secret messages for the United States Army.
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On May 11, 1945, Werner's ship, the SS Mayaguez, was torpedoed by a
Japanese submarine. Of the 296 people on board, only Werner and one
other survivor, a male soldier, made it to shore.
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Werner spent the next six weeks stranded on a remote island in the Palau
archipelago. She endured starvation, dehydration, and the constant threat
of attack from Japanese soldiers. But Werner never gave up hope. She
knew that she had to survive, not only for herself but also for her family
back home.

Werner's story is one of courage, determination, and resilience. It is a story
that will inspire you to never give up on your dreams, no matter how difficult
the circumstances may seem.

A Woman of Courage

Werner's courage was evident throughout her life. She was not afraid to
stand up for what she believed in, even when it meant going against the
grain.

When Werner joined the WAC, she was one of only a few women who
served in the military during World War II. She faced discrimination and
prejudice from both men and women, but she never let it stop her from
serving her country.

After the war, Werner returned to the United States and worked as a civilian
cryptographer for the National Security Agency. She was one of the first
women to work in this field, and she helped to break down barriers for other
women who wanted to follow in her footsteps.

Werner's courage was also evident in her personal life. She was married to
her husband, John, for over 50 years, and they had three children together.
Werner was a devoted wife and mother, and she always put her family first.

A Woman of Determination



Werner was a determined woman who never gave up on her dreams. She
faced many challenges in her life, but she always found a way to overcome
them.

After the SS Mayaguez was torpedoed, Werner spent six weeks stranded
on a remote island. She was starving, dehydrated, and constantly under
threat of attack from Japanese soldiers. But Werner never gave up hope.
She knew that she had to survive, not only for herself but also for her family
back home.

Werner used her intelligence and resourcefulness to find food and water.
She built herself a shelter to protect herself from the elements. And she
kept her spirits up by singing songs and talking to herself.

Werner's determination was an inspiration to her fellow survivors. She
helped to keep their spirits up and gave them the strength to keep going.

A Woman of Resilience

Werner was a resilient woman who was able to overcome any obstacle that
she faced. She survived six weeks on a remote island with little food or
water. She faced discrimination and prejudice both during and after the war.
And she lost her husband to cancer in 1998.

But Werner never let these challenges defeat her. She always found a way
to pick herself up and keep going.

Werner's resilience is a testament to the human spirit. It is a story of hope
and triumph that will inspire you to never give up on your dreams, no matter
how difficult the circumstances may seem.



The Extraordinary Story of Margaret Werner

Margaret Werner was an extraordinary woman who lived an extraordinary
life. She was a pioneer for women in the military and in the field of
cryptography. She was a survivor who overcame unimaginable challenges.
And she was a loving wife and mother who always put her family first.

Werner's story is one that will inspire you to never give up on your dreams,
no matter how difficult the circumstances may seem. It is a story of
courage, determination, and resilience that will stay with you long after you
finish reading it.
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